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A clear vision for Africa
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ne of the foremost champions of African

Unity was Ghana’s first President, Dr

Kwame Nkrumah who, taking inspiration

from such renowned champions of the
Pan African movement as Marcus Garvey, W.E.B.
Du Bois and George Padmore, believed that African
political liberation and unity were necessary first
steps to achieving economic development and in
freeing Africa from poverty and humiliation. It is this
conviction that explains why Africa occupies pride of
place in Ghana’s foreign policy.

50 years ago, Africa had a vision. It was a clear vision
of independence in an environment of peace and
prosperity. Pooling together and using the OAU as a
medium, the continent succeeded in liberating itself
tully from colonialism and apartheid.

As Africa approached 50 years of post colonialism
it became obvious that liberation per se did not
automatically mean the achievement of prosperity,
peace and security for the people of the continent. In
response to this challenge, the current crop of leaders
has re-committed the continent to the pursuit of
economic emancipation and integration of Africa.

This is evidenced by the transformation, since June
2002, of the erstwhile OAU into the African Union
(AU), which is being empowered with laws and robust
institutions to enable it to drive the continent’s agenda

in overcoming the challenge. Another major step
in this direction was the establishment of the Pan
African Parliament in March, 2004. It is expected that
ultimately, this continental parliament will provide
a common platform for the people of Africa and
their grassroot organisation, where they will discuss
problems and challenges besetting Africa, and take
decisions that will address them for the benefit of all
her people.

Our continent, has been plagued in almost all its
different regions by conflicts, wars, diseases, illiteracy
and poverty, at one spot or the other. Happily, but for
a few turbulent spots, the continent is now managing
to rid itself of some of these drawbacks. In Burundi,
there has been peaceful and democratic conclusion of
the transitional process. Angola, Liberia, Mozambique
and Sierra-Leone are no longer at war. For the first
time in 40 years, democratic elections have been held
in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

The problems in the Darfur region of Sudan and
Somalia persist in spite of the initiatives that the African
Union has been making within its limited resources
to help restore peace and normality. This unfortunate
situation has exposed the limitations of the Unions’
current condition.

As much as we all value the principle of sovereignty
and integrity, Africa today should play the vanguard
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role in respecting and upholding human rights within
the continent generally, and more so within the
component states of the Union. The Constitutive
Act of the Union, as well as the tenets of NEPAD,
recognise these principles as necessary conditions for
the up-lifting of the continent’s image. We have to
regret the situation within some sister nations where
domestic policies are, or seem to be, at variance with
these principles.

Economic prosperity has not always followed
automatically in the wake of independence. Today, 35
of the 50 poorest countries in the world can be found
in Africa. Further, as I have already intimated, poverty,
illiteracy, hunger and disease are rife in parts of the
continent. For many Africans, the independence vision
of peace and prosperity still remains an illusion.

The importance of good governance for sustainable
development cannot be over-emphasised. Hence,
the Union’s establishment of the New Partnership
for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) as its flagship
programme for implementing political and economic
reforms. NEPAD in turn has fashioned the African
Peer Review Mechanism to be subscribed voluntarily
by member states.

"This initiative is to give guidance and encouragement
to member states to move towards the realisation of the
objectives of NEPAD within their respective policies.
Ghana, as a participant state, has great faith in the
African Peer Review Mechanism for breaking the
mould of the disorder and conflict that over the years
has been the bane of much of Africa. We were indeed
the first to submit to review. We are naturally proud
of the accolades earned. We are also taking steps to
remedy our shortcomings, such as have come to our
attention through the review.

With the adoption of NEPAD, and as peace
increasingly spreads within the continent, many
governments are now enabled to focus on economic
development. However, our economic performance is
continually affected by institutional arrangements and
policies which have a deleterious impact on African
economies. Our economies are confronted with high
tariffs, inequity in pricing, lack of access to markets and
more seriously by the threat of global warming.

Africa would benefit rapidly from improved market
access and an end to subsidised agriculture in the
developed world. For millions of people on the
continent, the Doha Development Agenda, which
provides an unprecedented opportunity to establish
rules based on an equitable international trading
system, represents the hope of improving their living
standards and freeing them from absolute poverty. So
far, we do not feel that the World Trade Organisation
represents Africa’s best interest.

Despite these frustrations, today, most African
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economies are better run; inflation is at a historic low
in many countries, averaging 8 per cent per annum;
while 27 African countries are projected to grow more
than 5 per cent in terms of GDP this year. The past
5 years have also witnessed a more than 200 per cent
increase in direct investment inflows. Exports are
rising and significant advances are being recorded in
debt relief. To sustain these developments, there must
be continued peace as well as improvements in the law
and order situation all over the continent.

Because of the positive trends in Africa, the G8
countries and many others are courting interactions
with Africa. It has been my privilege to attend three
of the conferences hosted by the G8 including the one
held two years ago at Gleneagles.

I am honoured as Chairman, and Ghana is

proud, to host the 9th session of the

African Union Assembly and its
Summit of African leaders in -
Accra. The composition
of the commission of the
Union will be discussed
at the Summit. Formal
election of members
of the Commission
will be concluded
in Accra where a
replacement will be
found in Professor
Alphar Konare who has
declared his intention
not to seek re-election.
Let me conclude by
observing that despite
the many challenges
confronting us we can
accomplish a great deal through
our concerted efforts. With
greater determination we will be
able to resolve many of the seemingly
intractable problems that stand in
the way of our growth and
prosperity.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 10%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 2400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 2400
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF004700680079006c006c007000720069006e0074002700730020005200650063006f006d006d0065006e006400650064002000530065007400740069006e00670073>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.283 858.898]
>> setpagedevice


