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I am pleased to write the foreword to this edition 
of FIRST, dedicated to the State Visit which I 
am paying to the United Kingdom a week after 
the 50th Anniversary of Ghana’s independence. 

My visit and its timing reflect the strong relations that 
exist between the United Kingdom and Ghana and 
the resolve of our two countries to strengthen these 
relations further after over one hundred years in which 
Ghana had been a British Colony. 

The shores of Ghana, starting from the end of the 
15th century, had been a principal conduit for the 
exchange of produce and goods between Africa and 
Europe. Our people’s access to ample supplies of gold 
and pepper made them a prized trading partner to 
European entrepreneurs and their governments who 
dotted Ghana’s coastline with numerous forts, trading 
posts and castles, many of which are still preserved as 
part of Ghana’s tourist heritage. That was the fabled 
Gold Coast of European history. But, tragically, this 
commerce degenerated into a traffic in human beings 
to man the plantations of European landlords in the 
Americas and the Caribbean in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. We still carry the scars of that sad interlude 
in our relationship, though no longer as active hostility 
but instead as a firm determination to prove ourselves 
as equal human beings. 

It is worth noting that Ghana’s Golden Jubilee, 
which falls on 6th March 2007, also marks the 200th 
anniversary of the abolition of that inhuman commerce 
of slavery throughout the British Empire. We rejoice 
that when the American settlers had to resort to civil 
war in order to settle the issue of slave ownership, the 
right side won. Today our brothers in the Diaspora 
can return to a free Ghana as tourists, businessmen, 
scholars or just family. 

The other underlying force in Ghana’s struggle 
was that in all the individual states that comprised the 
colonial Gold Coast the majority of ordinary citizens 
never completely accepted the loss of their sovereign 
power to make laws and regulate their lives as they 
wished. In particular, a recurrent theme of our anti-
colonial struggle was the resistance against periodic 
attempts to expropriate the land which is the source 
of living for most of our people. Thus, mercifully, the 
Gold Coast was spared the additional aggravations that 
afflicted the native African’s life in the settler colonies 
of Eastern and Southern Africa. 

Soldiers from the Gold Coast and other West 
African countries had been recruited to fight against 
fascism in Europe and Asia, serving with distinction 
in East Africa, Somalia, Ethiopia, Burma, Bangladesh 
and India. Thus, when the movements to liberate these 
regions from colonial rule boiled over after Hitler’s war, 
soldiers and ex-servicemen from here became natural 
adherents of the anti-colonial movement. Back at 
home, they joined forces with libertarian intellectuals 
in a populist freedom movement to which the colonial 
powers had no response. 

In this way Ghana ushered in the ‘wind of change’, 
the beginning of the end of colonial rule in Black Africa, 
on 6th March 1957. That historic event of Ghana’s 
independence did not only mark a high point among 
our own people in their passionate fight against foreign 
rule. It also reverberated throughout Black Africa. And 
it did so with such force that within ten years most of 
the continent of Black Africa had achieved political 
independence, especially from Britain and France 
which had been the principal colonial powers. 

Therefore Ghana’s 50th birthday represents a 
landmark which we share with all Africans and our 
brothers and sisters in the diaspora. The same racism 
which had allowed otherwise Christian citizens 
in many European countries to treat Africans as 
commercial chattels had lingered on after Abolition, 
in an unspoken assumption that Black people would 
forever need to be led and managed by others, for 
reasons of our innate inferiority. It is my hope that a 
widely-shared celebration of this Golden Jubilee of 
Ghana will also mark an important stage on the road 
to the final abolition of all vestiges of racism in the 
relations between Africa and the rest of the world. 

We are thankful that during these fifty years of 
independence, Ghana has achieved so much progress 
under the management of our own people. It is easy 
enough to catalogue the many episodes during the 
decades of the sixties, seventies and eighties when, as in 
other African countries, the course of nation building in 
Ghana encountered serious setbacks. Time and again, 
our people’s hope for a free democratic existence, as 
the background for a stable national development, has 
seemed to be dimmed forever. Over and over, in Ghana 
as in numerous African countries, civilian and military 
dictatorships, accompanied by rampant abuse of human 
rights and the overthrow of the rule of law leading to 
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To realise this 
potential, 
Ghana needs 
the help and 
cooperation of 
her friends 
everywhere

political chaos, have ushered in long locust years. Huge 
treasuries of material resources and opportunities for 
development have been dissipated. And the morale 
of citizens has been brought so low that it seemed 
as if they would never recover sufficient strength to 
resume the fight to build a future for themselves and 
their families. In the world outside Africa a gloomy 
Afro-pessimism took hold in every section of opinion, 
and even the most generous friends of our continent 
seemed to despair. 

It is a tribute to the spirit of our people that, time and 
again, they reverted to the path of freedom and justice. 
Today, there are very reasonable grounds to believe 
that Ghana, and other African countries, will make it 
as the rest of the world has done. 

Those who are able to join us at home to celebrate 
this Jubilee Year will, I hope, be pleasantly surprised 
to see that after all the many ups and downs the Ghana 
of 2007 is manifestly so different from the Gold 
Coast of 1957, and in so many areas of our people’s 
lives. We boast particularly of our educational 
development which has produced a sizeable cadre 
of highly-trained individuals, many of whom have 
fanned out into the service of other countries and 
institutions around the world, and most prominent 
among them the outgoing Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, Mr Kofi Annan. 

Despite Ghana’s dependence on a virtually mono-
cultural economy throughout most of the past fifty 
years, which is entirely sustained by the low productivity 
of a largely illiterate farming population, we have 
nevertheless been able to build many new schools 
and universities, construct a network of all-weather 
roads, and achieve an increasing quality of housing 
for ordinary people. Ghanaians can now boast of a 
steadily increasing life expectancy, the basic ingredients 
of healthy living, and a society which has been able to 
avoid the worst distortions of social and economic 
inequality. There is a great deal to celebrate. 

In this last decade of our fifty-year existence 
as the independent Republic of Ghana, we can 
now see all around us the signs of the increasing 
maturity of our nationhood. Ghana is recognised 
as one of the islands of stability and peace in a 
continent which is still struggling to overcome the 
growing pains of democratic nationhood. Our 
institutions of governance all aspire to attain the 
highest international levels of performance. The 
Ghanaian Judiciary, re-dedicating itself to the 
highest norms of probity, timely justice, and 
equality before the law, is equipped to assure the 
most rapid resolution of the inevitable conflicts 
between people and institutions, thanks to the 
adoption of the marvels of information and 
communication technology, and above all, to 

the quality and capability of its human resources. 
The parliament of Ghana’s Fourth Republic, 

beginning in 1993, has steadily grown into an 
instrument of democratic reflection and accountability. 
We now aim to strengthen Parliament and the 
decentralised institutions of local governance, which 
together will consolidate the Peoples Power in the 
Governance of Ghana. 

Today Ghana stands poised on the threshold of the 
next half-century of her national existence, and we do 
so with a great deal of well-founded optimism. Given 
the achievements of the past half century, Ghana is 
ready to make the economic and social breakthrough 
that will bring us into the company 
of countries that are able to 
look after their citizens 
in reasonable comfort 
and decency. 

To realise this 
potential, Ghana 
needs the help 
and cooperation 
of her friends 
everywhere . 
We have the 
c a p a c i t y  t o 
a b s o r b  a n d 
adapt the world’s 
stock of technical 
knowledge  in 
order to achieve 
rising productivity. 
We have established 
institutions of law and 
public management 
which make our country a 
safe and satisfactory place to 
do business. And the hospitality 
of Ghanaians towards foreigners 
of all classes and colours 
has  a lways  been 
legendary.  F
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