Rich in culture, graced with a landscape of ju
mountains, rainforest and beach, and abundant in flora
and fauna, Mexico is one of today’s greatest holiday
destinations. Fortunately it is also taking its responsibilities
to sustainability and the environment seriously

n recent years, tourism in Mexico has boomed and it is not hard
to understand why. This is a country with great transport links
and infrastructure, a great climate and great food. More impor-
tantly than all of these, however, is the depth and breadth of the
country’s natural world, for Mexico, quite literally, is a showcase of
the world’s ecosystems. AL
While impressive in terms of GDP and employment statistics, this
boom has brought to the fore a dichotomy that is reflected globally
in terms of rapid tourist expansion. Which is more important, the
tourist dollar or the fragile natural world we live in? Can the two co-
exist? Is it too late to stem the tide of environmental damage caused
by tourism?
Mex to its credit, has fully embraced these issues, and times
es, it seems, are changing. The last decade has witnessed a
areness of the need to protect the world we live in and has
ple —both the tourists themselves and those i the industry
uatj their priorities when it es to |
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— but it must
Secretariat announced at the
budget for nature-based travel an
million pesos to the sector, numerous organi
together to tackle Mexico’s environmental issues an
of sustainable tourism initiatives. Strict regulations are no
for all tourist developments and the results are impressive.
‘Take Mayakoba, for example, a luxury development of residences
and world class hotels and resorts on a pristine stretch of coastline
south of Cancin on the Riviera Maya. Several years back a group of
biologists were sent to live in the area to identify its characteristics and
vulnerabilities. Areas were earmarked where it would be safest to build
and schemes established to protect and nurture the mangrove swamps
and the barrier reef. Unlike Cancin where most of the mangrove was
destroyed by the building of high rise hotels causing both the reef to
die and the shore to erode, Mayakoba is a huge eco-haven success
story. Ancient forest management techniques have been employed
in the jungle while beaches, golf courses and mangrove swamps have
been linked by a complex aquamarine chain of lagoons and canals
using natural subterranean water. Flora and fauna is flourishing and
tourists are happy too. The Fairmont has 401 rooms and suites
with an 18-hole championship golf course, The Rosewood has 128
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~ increasingly fashio

the culture and native id

are tourists searching for ‘real” e

the country from the inside. Hotelito

coast south of Puerto Vallarta and the Explo

southern Riviera Maya share a similar interpretatio

offering guests experiences designed to work in close co

nature. Both are rustic retreats built in a local style with simple bu
~ delicious food and an emphasis on activity. Kayaking, walking, biking,
~ horse riding and bird wa'tc_‘hjng are some of the activities on offer.
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