
The birth of the People’s 
Republic of China in 1949 
heralded a new era in the 
history of China. Over the 

past six decades, especially in the past 
30 years of reform and opening-up that 
began in late 1978, China has recorded 
notable achievements in speeding 
up industrialisation, urbanisation, 
marketisation and internationalisation, 
and in promoting socio-economic 
development. It has built up a remarkable 
national strength, and enhanced its 
international position, thus playing a 
greater role in international affairs.

China’s economy has increased 77-
fold since the founding of the People’s 
Republic – an average increase of 8.1 
per cent each year. It is now the third 
largest economy in the world. Per-
capita GDP has risen 32.4 times, and 
has exceeded more than US$3,000 with 
an annual increase of 6.5 per cent. The 
value of international trade has risen 
from US$1.13 billion (bn) in 1950 to 
US$2,561.6 bn in 2008, a 2,266-fold 
increase. The foreign exchange reserves 
now surpass US$2,000 bn.

Thanks to the deepening of the reform, 
China has succeeded in constantly 
improving its socialist market economic 
system. The urban population, as a 
percentage of the total population, has 
rapidly increased throughout the history 
of the PRC from 10.6 per cent to 45.7 
per cent. There has been vigorous 
development in education, science and 
technology, healthcare, culture and 
sports. The Chinese now lead a far better 
life. The world has seen socialist China 
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work hard to modernise and be open to 
the outside world so that it can face the 
future with greater confidence.

Although China has delivered great 
achievements, it will remain in the 
preliminary state of socialism for a 
prolonged period of time, and there is 
a long way to go before modernisation 
can be fully achieved. The goal is that 
by 2020 China will achieve increased 
prosperity that benefits our more than 
one billion people. By 2049, when the 
PRC celebrates its 100th birthday, 
China will be among the world’s more 
developed countries.

Our guiding principles must remain 
clear. Economic developments will 
remain at the centre of our work, as will 
the continuous development of social 
productivity. All our efforts are dedicated 
to further improving the quality of life 
of the people so that they can enjoy the 
fruits of our progress. We must always 
uphold the principle of harmonious 
development, unswervingly develop 
socialist democratic politics, and uphold 
the law, to better protect the legal rights 
and interests of the people and guarantee 
social justice and fairness.

We must always uphold peaceful 
development, and hold high the banner of 
peace, development and cooperation. We 
will continue to open up and seek friendly 
cooperation with all countries in the world 
in the principles of peaceful co-existence.

We must strive to explore and expand 
ways of ensuring that we continue to 
build a socialist country with distinct 
Chinese characteristics, and build China 
into a socialist modernised country 
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which will continue 
to develop and which 
is stronger, culturally 
more advanced and 
more harmonious.

Both China and 
the UK have a 
long history and 
splendid cultures. 
Friendship between 
our countries dates 
back a long way. 
Recent years have 
seen  s ign i f i cant 
developments in 
bilateral relations 
with fruitful results 
in various fields. 
We hope to further 
s t r e n g t h  m u t u a l 
unders tanding  and 
friendship between China 
and the UK and between the 
Chinese and British people. 
We also wish to promote 
further development of bilateral 
relations based on comprehensive 
strategic partnership.

In the face of thorough ongoing 
transformation and transition in the 
world economy, we should make joint 
efforts to cope with such challenges as the 
international financial crisis, global climate 
change, transmission of serious diseases, 
and the threat of terrorism, so as to strive 
to have a more beautiful tomorrow. F

HE PREMIER WEN JIABAO
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